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AERO is a project supported by the U.S.
State Department’s Office of Overseas
Schools (A/OPR/OS) and the Overseas
Schools Advisory Council to assist schools
in developing and implementing standards-
based curricula. Project faculty use the AERO
standards as the basis of the professional
development they provide.

AERO provides a framework for curriculum
consistency across grades K-12 and for
stability of curriculum in overseas schools,
which typically have a high rate of teacher
turnover. AERO’s resources, workshops, and
professional consultation services help
overseas schools implement and sustain
standards-based curricula. This effort is in
alignment with research-based trends in the
development of curriculum worldwide, and
pr?rticj:uslarly with standards-based efforts in
the U.S.

Vision

American-sponsored overseas schools will
know how standards-based education can
and should strengthen a school’s
curriculum, teaching, assessment, and,
most importantly, student learning. These

schools will develop and sustain a program
of standards-based learning in their schools.

Mission

Provide challenging, professionally-
validated, voluntary academic standards
for use as a foundation for curriculum in
American-sponsored schools overseas
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Assist overseas schools to develop their
own K-12 curricula that are grounded in
standards

~9- Train teachers to use the AERO standards
as the basis for assessing their students’
progress and their own instruction

-9 Assist schools in developing standards-
based curricula and sustaining curricula
by becoming professional communities of
learners.

The following workshops and consulting can
be provided at either the school or regional
level, or as regional pre- or post-conference
workshops:

Support in adaptation and adoption of the
AERO standards

Curriculum alignment and mapping

Curriculum development, with an emphasis
on “backwards design” and the development
of standards-based units of instruction

Standards-based assessment

The principles and methods of AERO:SAW
(see side panel)

Creating and supporting regional consortia to
collaborate on curriculum, assessment, and
instruction

Summer Institute:

In June, 2010, AERO will offer the following
five-day workshops for school teams at the
Potomac School in suburban Washington, D.C.

—:}::i— Academic Leadership (for principals, curriculum

coordinators and school heads)

-9~ AERO Mathematics Framework and E2E

(Evidence to Excellence)

¢~ AERO Science Framework and E2E
(Evidence to Excellence)

295 Using MAP and Other Data to Inform Decisions

and Improve Learning

7~ AERO:SBC (Standards-based curriculum)
workshops on curricular design in:
+/ English/Language Arts
+/ World Languages

Tuition, room and meals will be provided by the
Office of Overseas Schools. Applications will be

sent to schools in early January, 2010.

AERO CDs
AERO has developed four CDs for use in
standards-based curriculum implementation.

AERO Math Framework

This new CD contains the
comprehensive AERO Math
Framework which includes the
revised standards and benchmarks
as well as performance indicators for
grades K-8. Developed with expert
input and vetted by several
international schools, the framework
will be invaluable to schools wanting
to improve their math programs.

AEKO Standards

' These CDs present AERO standards

~in English language arts,

mathematics, science, social studies,
visual arts, music and world

' languages. These standards are the

result of a collaboration between 12
overseas schools and the U.S.-based

~ Council for Basic Education.

AERO Social Studies
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The AERO Social Studies CD
contains the social studies standards
and benchmarks, plus a design
template, suggested content topics
organized by world region, and
planning guidance for effective unit
design.

AERO: SAW Evidence 2 Excellence

(E2E)

This CD presents the work of the
AERO: SAW Project, including a
protocol for collegial conversation

- to critically examine the

assessments teachers give their
students. The E2E process helps
teachers understand if students are
“getting” their lessons and making
progress towards key concepts in
the AERO standards.





