
TEMPLATE TWO: A PIECE OF MATHEMATICS WORK 

	1. Date Submitted To SAW: 
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	2. General Content Area: 
	Algebra I
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	3. Grade Level: 
	8th Grade
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	4. Age: 
	13
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SECTION A: DESCRIBING THE WORK SAMPLE
	A1. Specific SAW topic: 
	Change and Growth

	A2. Assignment Name: 
	Modeling Populations

	A3. This sample of work: 
	Meets my expectations



*A4. Please explain why you checked this designation. Be as specific as you can, referring directly to the piece of student work as much as possible. 
The student did a nice job in creating the tables, graphs and selecting an appropriate trendline to model the data. In the discussions, she showed evidence of a mathematical analysis of the fit using a method of differences, 

"For the India graph, I used the polynomial trend line because it also plainly covered all of my data point. Again, the differences were low, and both positive and negative numbers did come up." 

The student also compared the two countries, and sought some explanation for the use of different functional forms for each,

"...though both countries steadily increased in population, they increased at different rates. India's rate of increasing population was steeper than that of the United States." 

I am still unsure about what the last two sentences tell me, I may be giving too much credit to the student.

The student did not exceed my expectations, though, as her forecasts for future population have nothing to do with the model. In fact, the student appears to clearly miss the evidence that India's population is "getting steeper," even though she mentioned this point earlier in her discussions. The student abandons the earlier arguments and applies a linear model to forecast future populations. Why? 

A5. Student submitted assignment. 
(Please complete table and explain which version this piece of student work is, e.g. first version, revised, or final version.) 
	# of times submitted 
	Date Submitted

	Once
	21/05/2003 (dd/mm/yy)



A6. Did students have a limit on the number of times they could submit the assignment? Please explain. 
No, but I did not press the students to submit revised work, and the student did not take the opportunity to do so. 

*A7. Please attach the student work. 
See Work Samples


SECTION B: DESCRIBING THE STUDENT
	B1. Student Age: 
	13

	B2. Student Gender:. 
	Female



B3. Please include any additional information you would like to share about the student and/or their performance on this task and/or your assessment of their work. 

This student is strong in the skills and procedures aspect of Algebra. She grasps every method I throw at her. However, she often gets overly-frustrated when she does not get something, especially word problems. She also seems to struggle with the concepts, 
