TEMPLATE TWO: A PIECE OF MATHEMATICS WORK 

	1. Date Submitted To SAW: 
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	2. General Content Area: 
	Algebra I
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	3. Grade Level: 
	8th Grade
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	4. Age: 
	13
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SECTION A: DESCRIBING THE WORK SAMPLE
	A1. Specific SAW topic: 
	Change and Growth

	A2. Assignment Name: 
	Modeling Populations

	A3. This sample of work: 
	Goes beyond my expectations



*A4. Please explain why you checked this designation. Be as specific as you can, referring directly to the piece of student work as much as possible. 
Actually, I struggled to find a piece that actually fit the "Exceeds Expectation" criteria. None of my students rose far beyond the skills of the project to do any sophisticated analysis or evaluation. However, this work was probably the best I received. I was looking for two major understandings: (1) a representation of the relationship between variables in tables, graphs and equations and (2) An analysis of the relationship between variables using equations and graphs. This student's work showed strong evidence of #1, and somewhat weaker evidence of #2. 

I was impressed by the student's descriptions of how the best-fit model was determined by inspecting the difference between actual data and the modeled data,

"...the differences were minimal. There was no pattern in the differences either." 

I felt this showed some level of connection between real world data (variables) and a mathematical model (equation).

This student also exhibited a certain degree of analysis of the functional relationship, choosing the best fit from linear, exponential or polynomial options. Furthermore, the student discussed pertinent details about the functional form that led to its being the best fit, 

"I believe Monaco's population varied with no apparent pattern (not a steady rise) so a polynomial seemed like the best option. The United States population has been at a pretty steady increase which is why a linear equation fit best." 

Finally, the student correctly applied the model (equation) to predict future populations. 

A5. Student submitted assignment. 
(Please complete table and explain which version this piece of student work is, e.g. first version, revised, or final version.) 
	# of times submitted 
	Date Submitted

	Once
	21/05/2003 (dd/mm/yy)



A6. Did students have a limit on the number of times they could submit the assignment? Please explain. 
I mentioned in class that the student could redo the assignment for an improved grade, but no students accepted the offer. I should have pushed for it more strongly. 

*A7. Please attach the student work. 
See Work Samples


SECTION B: DESCRIBING THE STUDENT
	B1. Student Age: 
	13

	B2. Student Gender:. 
	Female



B3. Please include any additional information you would like to share about the student and/or their performance on this task and/or your assessment of their work. 

This student works hard, and typically "gets" most mathematical skills and concepts. If anyone were to take this project to a higher level without my push, it would have been her. 
