


.e Create and present posters, videos, PowerPoint presentations, or reports 
about age-appropriate personal or cultural themes. 
Culture: 
2.1 Students will demonstrate an understanding of the practices and 
perspectives of the cultures studied and the relationship between them. 
.c Recognize the diversity of social customs in the target cultures, based on 
their various historical events, geographical features, and religious beliefs. 
2.2 Students will demonstrate an understanding of the products and 
perspectives of the cultures studied and the relationship between them. 
.b Identify and describe how products reflect the lifestyle of people in various 
communities 
 
Connections: 
3.1 Students will use the foreign language to reinforce and further their 
knowledge of other disciplines.  
.a Use the target language to comprehend, elaborate on, and discuss topics 
from other school subjects. 
3.2 Students will understand and appreciate the elements of language and 
culture studied that can only be comprehended in the target language and 
its culture(s).  
.b Begin to research and access authentic sources from the target cultures 
through interviews, and field trips. 
 
Communities: 
4.1 Students use the language both within and beyond the school setting. 
.a Use the target language orally or in writing with family, friends, peers, or pen 
pals. 
4.2 Students show evidence of becoming life-long language learners.  
.c Use target language for enjoyment (television programs, films, video and 
computer games, age-appropriate magazines and books). 
 
 

2. In the context of this unit, what specific knowledge or skills do you want 
the students to acquire? 
 
Students will know… 

 Vocabulary related to the unit  
 Structures and expressions  necessary to participate in a debate 
 Precise information and facts about the sea environment  

 
Students will be able to… 

 Value the importance of the sea 
 Be aware of the necessity of preserving the sea life and environment 
 Actively participate in class discussions 
 Express and defend an opinion 
 Write a short and argumentative essay 
 Read fluently informative texts 
 Listen to understand in different situations 
 Understand and categorize the main ideas of various texts 



 
 
3. Enduring understandings : 
 
Students will understand that … 

 The sea is a vital component of Human and Natural Life (ecology). 
 Man plays a big role in preserving or destroying the sea environment. 
 The sea has a crucial impact on Human Life style (in both ancient and modern 

times)  
 Participation in a debate can be an effective way of expressing and defending 

your opinion  
 

4. What essential or unit questions will prompt curiosity and focus? 
 What is the importance of the sea in our life? 
 How does the sea influence the life of human beings? 
 How do we preserve the sea life and environment? 
 How does living in a coastal city affects culture? 

 
 
5. Evidence of Achievement: 
How will we know if students have achieved the desired result and can meet the 
standard(s) and benchmark(s)? 
 
1. Provide a detailed description of the culminating task: 
Organize an in-class debate based on assigning real life roles: 
- a fisherman 
- an environmentalist 
- a businessman 
- a citizen living besides the beach 

The group will discuss the importance of the sea in relation to their area of interest or 
work. 
 
2.   Provide the scoring guide/rubric for the task 
 (Refer to attached document) 
 
6. Instructional Plan 
Provide a plan of your instructional activities, including time and materials needed.  Map 
out, in steps, how you will get from the introduction of the unit to its conclusion so that 
by the end, your students can succeed on the culminating task and meet the 
benchmarks. Be sure to include any interim assessments at the points in the plan when 
you will need them. 
 
Sequential Sessions: 
 
1. Field trip:  
 



- Visit the beach and the port.  
- Take pictures and write comments on the relation between Man and the sea based on 
what you see 
 
2- In the classroom: 
 
- What did you observe? 
- Collect information  
- Categorize the info according to: tourism, entertainment, environment, profession 
- Cycle the duties and rights (conceptual) 
 
3- Sort the entire thematic vocabulary related to the sea and used in previous activity 
 
- Sort the vocabulary into concrete and abstract 
- Activity : rating scale sheet (self assessment of familiar and new words) 
-    Flash cards to be prepared by the students for the word wall. 
- Each student chooses 3 flash cards and writes sentences with the words chosen. 
 
4. Reading comprehension: 
 
-    Give students different texts on the importance of the sea in Man’s life  
- Pre-reading activity (title, picture interpretation, anticipation, reactivation of prior 

knowledge) 
- Silent reading and highlighting studied vocabulary. 
- Exchange in pairs what you understood 
 
5. Comprehension quiz (formative assessment):  
 
- Multiple choice and yes or no questions. 
 



 
6. Writing activity: 
 
- Write sentences about causes, purposes, likes and dislikes, using structures such as 
(in order to, because…) 
 
7. Listening comprehension activity: 
 
- Teacher reads a text about a complaint letter of a citizen living next to the beach 
(pollution problems) 
Students listen several times:  
1st time, they write familiar words,  
2nd time, write one interesting idea  
3rd time answer multiple choice questions 
 
8. Teach structures to prepare them for the culminating task: 
 
- Students are given controversial statements like “The Sea is not important to our 
lives” or “We shouldn’t fish” or, “I am against private beaches” 
- How to express opinions 
- How to ask questions in a debate 
- In pairs, each student is given two structures that he has to use by asking questions 
to his classmate. 
 
9. Discussion on the responsibility of Man towards the sea. 
 
- Brainstorming and collective discussion 
- The class is divided into groups and each group writes a summary of the main ideas 
discussed 
- “Share and slide” activity to continue the oral practice 
 
10. Historical Flashback: The sea as a window to discover the world! 
 
- Watch a cartoon of Sinbad the sailor or Disney’s production (Story from 1001 Arabian 
Nights) and discuss the importance of the sea in Sinbad’s life. 

 



- Read the biography of Ibn Battuta the explorer and draw on a big map the countries 
that he visited. (Connection with the history and geography teachers) 
- Distribute chapters to read at home from Ibn Battuta’s excursions and ask them to 
present a summary of the chapter. 
 
11. Writing activity: 
 
Imagine that you are the sea and that you write a letter to man. 
- First draft, second draft, revising, editing, peer editing… 
 
12. Audiovisual: watch a documentary on the sea and the environmental problems. 
 
- Following is a discussion in groups and a wrap up (The teacher uses this discussion to 
evaluate students’ participation and acquired knowledge according to a rubric) 
 
13. Reading activity: 
 
- Students are given short texts 
- You are a journalist and you have to present these facts 
- Work in peers: time the reading and focus on fluency, intonation and good 
pronunciation (according to a rubric) 
 
14. Grammar: 
 
- Negation: one student gives an affirmative sentence about the sea and the other turns 
it into negative. 
- Written drills 
 
15. Reading comprehension: 
 
Students are given statements about the different roles of the sea and they have to 
categorize them (summative assessment). 
 
16. Writing activity: 
 
Task: you are a member of an environmental committee working on concrete solutions 
to improve the quality of the beach in your town 
Study case + consensus on 3 most effective solutions. 
 
17. Culminating task: 
- Distribute the roles,  
- Prepare the arguments,  
- Feedback in the arguments in pairs,  
- Train students on discussion and presentation mechanics individually. 
- Introduce the presentation rubric for an in class discussion. 
- Start in-class preparation of the Final presentation. 
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